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Marcel Moyse’s Basics ~ Flute embouchure & air-use advice 
Descriptions & lip pictures from  “The Debutante Flutist” book 
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Notes from Jen: The amount of the flute’s 
embouchure hole that is covered by the lower 

lip depends on the sound quality. If the sound 

is “too rolled in” and muffled, then uncover 

the blow hole bit by bit until you achieve a 

more free and open tone quality. There is no 

set amount of blow-hole coverage as there are 

many different lip and chin shapes among flute 

players. 

 

Notes from Jen: If you blow with faster air, it is likely 

that you will jump up an octave. If you move your lip 

corners forward, you may also jump up an octave. 

Experiment with both when discovering what works 

best. 

A combination of both air-speed and the shape of the 

lips allows the flutist to move from one octave to 

another. 

 

If you need more information on developing tone see: 

http://www.jennifercluff.com/tone.htm 

 


